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Recent Defense and Interior Ministry reports and statements on fighting and casualties are
summarized below. March 3: In a battle northwest of Waslala, Matagalpa department, two contras
were killed. Contras attacked the town of Espavel, some six km. southwest of Batea, in the southern
Atlantic region. Four contras died and six were wounded. The civilian toll was one dead and eight
wounded. March 4: Seven contras were killed in a battle east of Rio Blanco, Matagalpa department.
On the same day, in the southern department of Rio San Juan, five contras died, including a unit
leader known as Delvis. March 5: Interior Ministry sources reported that Capt. Juan Bautista
Midence Rivas, security chief for Jinotega department, and a body guard were killed in a contra
ambush. In this incident, a mine was triggered by one of two automobiles carrying the captain
and other security personnel. Artillery fire and explosions resulting from RPG-7 missiles followed.
Three Interior Ministry officers were wounded. March 6: At dawn, contras staged a mortar attack on
the main army barracks for the Juigalpa and Chontales regions, located 139 km. east of Managua.
Military sources said there no reports of victims. Defense Ministry public relations head Lt. Jose
Munoz told AP that the contras attempted to penetrate the area but they were unsuccessful. He
said that while there were no reports of casualties, the contras destroyed a bridge at km. 136 on
the Managua- Juigalpa highway. The same source told AP that at about the same time, a contra
unit fought with Sandinista troops between San Pedro de Lovago and La Libertad, some 40 km.
east of Juigalpa. Details were not available. Later in the day, the Ministry reported that 19 contras
had been killed and six wounded thus far in March in in the departments of Matagalpa and Zelaya
Sur. In the same region, one civilian was killed and eight wounded since March 1. During a battle
at La Pichinga, north of Rama City in the South Atlantic region, 15 contras were killed. March 8:
The Defense Ministry reported that during the March 3-6 period, Sandinista troops seized large
quantities of armaments and munitions from the contras, including 18 rifles, and 8,000 projectiles.
The Ministry reported that contras had kidnapped three civilians from the El Naranjal agricultural
cooperative, located southeast of Muy Muy, Matagalpa department. (Basic data from AP, 03/06/88;
Prensa Latina, 03/08/88, 03/06/88, 03/04/88)
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